
 



 

Welcome  
Our prayer for you is that, after having participated in this service, your hearts and 

minds will be more receptive to the wonder of the coming Christmas season. To 

facilitate this end, we ask that all cell phones and other electronic devices be switched 

off before the program and that you remain in place for the duration of the service. All 

are invited to heartily join in the singing of the carols found in the program. 
 

 

 

The Origins of the Festival of Lessons and Carols 
The concept of this service developed from the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

made famous by the Christmas Eve service at Kings College, Cambridge. The service 

was conceived by F. W. Benson, the Bishop of Truro Cathedral who later became the 

Archbishop of Canterbury. The service was used for the first time on Christmas Eve in 

1880 and as its popularity grew, it was formally adapted at Kings College in 1918 by 

Eric Milner-White, the Dean of Kings College. In 1934, sixteen years after the 

adaptation of the Nine Lessons and Carols, Eric Milner-White composed another order 

of service, a Procession with Carols on Advent Sunday. In the same format as the 

original Nine Lessons and Carols, the purpose of this service was to “not celebrate 

Christmas, but to expect it.” The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols and the Procession 

with Carols on Advent Sunday both combine scripture and music in an intimate way to 

tell the story of the expectation and birth of Christ. It was Milner-White’s belief that the 

scripture lessons were the backbone of the service and the “handmaid of the liturgy.” 

Today we adapt these two liturgies for this time, this space, and this community. May 

your hearts and minds find openness to the coming of the Savior through these Lessons 

and Carols.  
 

 

 

Thank You 

Lessons and Carols would not be possible without the contribution of many people. 

First, thank you to our pastor, Fr. Kevin Regan, for his support and for serving as our 

presider. We are fortunate to have such wonderful readers who generously agreed to 

share their gifts with us this evening. Special thanks to the choir and organist who spent 

many hours preparing and rehearsing the music. Finally, we are grateful to all who took 

the time during a busy season to attend and be a part of this service.  
 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
PROCESSIONAL CAROL                          

Once in Royal David’s City 
All join in singing verses two through six. 

 

 

 

 

6.  Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 

     We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 

     When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.  
 

GREETING 
 

OPENING PRAYER 



 

The Fall and the Promise of a Redeemer 
 

FIRST LESSON                                         GENESIS 3:1-15 

CAROL  
This is the Truth Sent from Above 

sung by choir 

This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love;  

Therefore don’t turn me from your door, but hearken all both rich and poor. 
 

The first thing which I do relate is that God did man create,  

The next thing which to you I’ll tell, woman was made with man to dwell. 
 

Then after this ‘twas God’s own choice, to place them both in Paradise,  

There to remain from evil free, except they ate of such a tree. 
 

And they did eat, which was a sin, and thus their ruin did begin; 

Ruined themselves, both you and me, and all of their posterity. 
 

Thus we were heirs to endless woes, ‘till God the Lord did interpose,  

And so a promise soon did run, that He would redeem us by His Son. 
 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

 

 

The Lord promises to send his people a righteous King 
 

SECOND LESSON                           JEREMIAH 23:5-8 

CAROL                                     
Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 

All join in singing 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshadowed 
 

THIRD LESSON                                         ISAIAH 11:1-10 

CAROL  
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

All join in singing verse 1 and the refrain after each verse. 

 

 

 



 
 

Refrain:  

 

 
 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah 
 

FOURTH LESSON                                   ISAIAH 9:1-6 

CAROL                                     
Creator of the Stars of Night 

All join in singing  

 



 

 
 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

 

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord 
 

FIFTH LESSON                                             LUKE 1:26-38 

CAROL                                     
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

Sung by choir 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as 

flame; “All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favored lady,” 

Gloria! 
 

“For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, 

thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favored lady.” 

Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she 

said, “My soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” Most highly favored 

lady, Gloria! 
 

 



 

Of her Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world shall ever say – “Most highly favored 

lady.” Gloria! 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

Joseph’s encounter with an angel 
 

SIXTH LESSON                                  MATTHEW 1:18-25 

CAROL                                     
Song of Joseph 

Sung by choir 

Before I knew her, I came to know that angels visit us with news. They came 

announcing – I’d never dreamed – we were the ones that God would choose! 
 

The breach had injured our covenant, yet I could never bring her shame.  

So, born of spirit, I would, one day, in faithful joy bestow his name.  
 

Our God among us, Emmanuel, has blessed each moment of my life.  

I joined her saying: “Let it be done!” In love embracing, Son and wife.  
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

The Nativity of the Lord according to Saint Luke 
 

SEVENTH LESSON                                     LUKE 2:1-20 

CAROL    
Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

All join in singing 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

The great mystery of the Incarnation 
 

EIGHTH LESSON                                                      from “THE WORD MADE FLESH”  

by Fr. Rich Veras 

CAROL    
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

Sung by choir 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming from tender stem hath sprung 

From Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung.  

It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter,  

when half spent was the night.  
 

 



 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind,  

With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.  

To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,  

when half spent was the night. 
 

PRAYER 
 

 
 

The twofold coming of Christ 
 

NINTH LESSON                   from “THE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CATECHUMENS”  

by St. Cyril of Jerusalem  
 

CAROL                                     
The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

All join in singing  

 
 

PRAYER 

 



CLOSING PRAYER 
 

SOLEMN BLESSING 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                
People, Look East 

All join in singing 

 

 
 

All are invited to a reception in the parish center.  
Thank you to Dorrette Paulin, Martha’s Ministry, the Liturgical Environment 

Committee, the Sodality of Mary, Knights of Columbus, the Seton Seniors and the 

Parish Council for organizing and hosting the reception! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is the most important thing in my life? It is this man, born from 
the womb of a young woman, who grew up like everyone else, and 
died; He decided to die in order to save those for whom He so often 
expressed his feeling of pity, “And he had pity on them because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd.” If God became man, this man is 
the supreme object of love. There is nothing more concrete than this, 
because it leads to a change of the present time, it leads to a change of 
my gaze upon you.  

~Luigi Giussani 
 

 

Please return this program to the entrance of the church or take it home with you.  
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